
Description: 

Cruciplacolithus quader RoTH, 1970 

Fig. 1 - Cruciplacolithus quader n. sp. Holo
type J 504 101 [A 820], x 15000, distal view, 
JOIDES Hole 5, 445' below top, Blake Plateau, 

W Atlantic. 

Cruciplacolithus 
quader 

Diagnosis: A species of Cruciplacolithus having a central cross with broad arms and a cube in 
its center. 

Description: The distal shield is broadly elliptical and consists of about 22 very strongly 
dextrally imbricate tabular segments. The sutures are straight and radial. The steep slope of 
the central area is covered with two cycles of elements. The upper cycle contains 22 sinistrally 
imbricate tabular elements separated by radial suture lines. The lower cycle which extends 
somewhat higher than the attachment of the cross bars has the same number of flat plates and 
radial suture lines. The sutures of the two cycles are offset by less than a quarter of an elements. 
The arms of the central cross which lie in the axis of the ellipse are broad and carry a cube in 
the center with sides parallel to the arms of the cross. The inter-spaces between the arms of 
the cross are filled with parallel laths forming a triangular plate leaving only a narrow slit open 
along the margin of the central depression. 

Length 3.5 fl· 

Remarks: 

This species is distinguished from Cruciplacolithus cruciformis (HAY & TowE) by the relatively 
smaller central area, the smooth margin of the shield, and by having three cycles in the distal 
shield. Cruciplacolithus tarquinius RoTH & HAY does not have a cube in the centre of the 
cross and the marginal elements are less strongly imbricate. 
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Type level: 

44' below top. Oligocene. 

Type locality: 

JOIDES Hole 5, Lat. 30° 23' N, 80° 08' W, Blake Plateau. 

Distribution: Restricted to the Cc. margaritae Zone of JOIDES Hole 5. 

Depository: 

Basle Natural History Museum. Holotype: IMS 504101 [A 820]. 

Author: 

Roth P. H., 1970, p. 845; pl. 3, fig. 1. 

Reference: 

Oligocene Calcareous Nannoplankton Biostratigraphy. Eel. geol. Helv., vol. 63, n° 3, pp. 799-881, 

pis. 1-14, text-figs. 1-17. 
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